
July 25, 2011 

 

 

Dear Representative: 

  

On behalf of the following organizations dedicated to putting people to work to restore the Great Lakes 

environment and economy, we write to you today in strong opposition to a provision in the Fiscal Year 

2012 Interior-EPA Appropriations bill (HR 2584) that would severely penalize New York and likely other 

Great Lakes states for their recent efforts to protect water resources from aquatic invasive species. We 

strongly urge you to stand in unified opposition to this attack against the Great Lakes.  

 

Last week, Rep. Steve LaTourette (R-OH) offered an amendment (Sec. 459), accepted by voice vote in 

committee, that prohibits Great Lakes states from receiving any Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

funding – including funding through the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, Superfund, Clean Water or 

Drinking State Revolving Funds, Brownfield funding, etc.– if they have established ballast water rules 

that have more stringent timelines or standards than federal or international requirements.   

 

This provision is clearly targeted at New York, as the state recently exercised its rights to do all it can to 

protect its waters from the scourge of harmful invasive species in absence of a strong federal action.  If 

adopted in the final budget, this provision would prohibit the state from receiving any EPA funding for 

FY 2012– setting back years of efforts to keep people working to upgrade sewage treatment plants; 

improve drinking water facilities; monitor air quality; clean up brownfields, superfund sites, and other 

toxic hotspots.   

 

This section is ambiguous, however, and could apply to other Great Lakes states stripping them of all 

their EPA funding for having requirements, including timelines, that are more stringent than federal or 

international requirements.  This could include Wisconsin, Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, and Minnesota, all of 

which have required ballast treatment technologies to be in use on vessels by deadlines that are likely 

more stringent than what the Coast Guard will require.  Michigan could also be threatened by this 

legislation, if the state determines that technologies that have been approved by the Coast Guard are not 

safe for use in Michigan waters. 

 

Ballast-mediated invasive species are costing the eight Great Lakes states at least $200 million dollars a 

year every year in losses to commercial and sport fishing and costs to the region’s raw water users. These 

costs will grow unless strong protections are put in place to stop the next invasion.  State leadership has 

been, and will continue to be, a critical driver advancing the development of stronger standards and 

timelines, culminating in federal ballast water regulations that are both protective of state waters and 

unified across the nation. States are creating an urgency in which cutting-edge technologies are 

developed, verified and implemented for use. Today, we are at a crossroads in efforts to prevent aquatic 

invasive species introductions to our nation's waters. As aquatic invasive species are very rarely 

eradicated, and extremely difficult to control, the cost incurred by more invasive species to taxpayers will 

be a growing burden the nation will carry forever. 

 

This provision will force Great Lakes states to set their ballast discharge standards to the lowest common 

denominator risking their environment and economy or risk losing critical restoration, sewage and 

drinking water infrastructure, and other funding with similar consequences. This provision is clearly an 

effort to penalize New York and is an injustice to the state and region. We strongly urge you to oppose 

the Ballast Water rider (Sec. 459) in the Fiscal Year 2012 Department of the Interior-EPA Appropriations 

bill (HR 2584). 

 



Please contact our Coalition’s policy director, Chad Lord, if you have questions.  He can be reached at 

(202) 454-3385 or clord@npca.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

NEW YORK 
Albert E. Caccese 

Executive Director 

Audubon New York 

 

Jennifer Nalbone 

Director, Navigation and Invasive Species 

Great Lakes United 

 

David Haight 

New York Director 

American Farmland Trust 

 

Demetrice Mills 

President 

Brooklyn Queens Land Trust 

 

Brian P. Smith 

Communications and Program Director 

Citizens Campaign for the Environment 

 

Ross Pepe 

President 

Construction Industry Council of Westchester and 

Hudson Valley, Inc 

 

Jennifer Krill  

Executive Director 

Earthworks 

 

Katherine Nadeau 

Water & Natural Resources Program Director 

Environmental Advocates of New York 

 

Jansen A. Hahn, Esq. 

Executive Director  

Fire Island Land Trust 

 

Patricia Aitken 

Executive Director 

Friends of the Bay 

 

June Summers 

President 

Genesee Valley Audubon Society 

 

Andrew T. Chmar 

Executive Director 

Hudson Highlands Land Trust 

 

Manna Jo Greene 

Environmental Director 

Hudson River Sloop Clearwater, Inc. 

 

Stella Miller 

President 

Huntington/Oyster Bay Audubon Society 

 

W. J. Evanzia 

President 

JBE Associates 

 

Patrick DiNicola 

Treasurer 

Lake Ontario Trout and Salmon Association 

 

Roland Lewis 

President and CEO 

Metropolitan Waterfront Alliance 

 

Lloyd P. Zuckerberg 

Chairman 

Nassau Land Trust 

 

Laura Haight 

Senior Environmental Associate 

New York Public Interest Research Group 

 

Vincent Agnello  

Executive Secretary 

Niagara Watershed Alliance 

 

 

Jim Melius 

President 

NY Roadway and Infrastructure Coalition, Inc. 

 

 

Marcia Bystryn 

President 

New York League of Conservation Voters  

 

mailto:clord@npca.org


James M. Melius, MD, Dr.PH 

Administrator 

New York State Laborers 

 

John v.H. Halsey 

President 

Peconic Land Trust 

 

Paul Gallay 

President and Hudson Riverkeeper 

Riverkeeper, Inc. 

 

Jennifer J. Caddick 

Executive Director 

Save The River 

Upper St. Lawrence Riverkeeper 

 

Andy Bicking 

Director of Public Policy 

Scenic Hudson 

 

George Y. Bramwell, Esq. 

President. 

Serpentine Art and Nature Commons, Inc. 

 

Sister Phyllis Tierney, SSJ 

SSJ Justice & Peace Coordinator 

Sisters of St. Joseph of Rochester Global 

Environment Committee 

 

Michael Barnhart 

President 

Somers Land Trust 

 

Erika Barthelmess,  

President 

St. Lawrence Land Trust 

 

Dianne Barron 

Interim Executive Director 

Teatown Lake Reservation 

 

Alan White 

Executive Director 

The Catskill Center for Conservation and 

Development 

 

Jennifer E. Herring 

President and CEO 

The Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk 

 

Chris Wood 

Chair  

The Oblong Land Conservancy 

 

Nancy Seligson 

Councilwoman 

Town of Mamaroneck 

 

Linda M. Garrett 

Executive Director 

Tug Hill Tomorrow Land Trust 

 

Andrew McLaughlin 

President 

Warwick Conservancy, Inc. 

 

Patricia Szarpa 

Executive Director 

Western NY Land Conservancy 

 

John Winter 

Executive Director 

Woodstock Land Conservancy 

 

 

MICHIGAN 

Rebecca Humphries 

Director 

Great Lakes/Atlantic Regional Office 

Ducks Unlimited 

 

Jim Olson 

Chair 

Flow for Water Coalition 

 

Jill Ryan 

Executive Director 

Freshwater Future 

 

Nick Schroeck 

Executive Director 

Great Lakes Environmental Law Center 

 

Gary Wager 
Executive Director 

Kalamazoo River Cleanup Coalition 

Suzanne Dixon 
Board Secretary 

Kalamazoo River Sturgeon for Tomorrow 



  

Chris Kolb 

Executive Director 

Michigan Environmental Council 

 

Erin McDonough 

Executive Director 

Michigan United Conservation Clubs 

 

Dennis Fijalkowski 

Executive Director 

Michigan Wildlife Conservancy 

 

Andy Buchsbaum 

Regional Executive Director 

Great Lakes Natural Resource Center 

National Wildlife Federation  

 

Gail Gruenwald 

Executive Director 

Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council 

 

Dendra J. Best 

Executive Director 

Wastewater Education  

 

 

MINNESOTA 

Kristen Blann 

Past-President & Issues Committee Chair 

American Fisheries Society – Minnesota Chapter 

 

Deanna White 

State Director 

Clean Water Action – Minnesota 

 

Jill Crafton 

Chair - Great Lakes Committee 

Izaak Walton League of America 

 

Larry Dolphin 

President 

Izaak Walton League of America-Minnesota Division 

 

Gregg Thompson 

President 

Izaak Walton League of America-Bush Lake Chapter 

 

Scott Strand 

Executive Director 

Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy 

 

Gary Botzek 

President 

Minnesota Conservation Federation 

 

Steve Morse 

Executive Director 

Minnesota Environmental Partnership 

 

John P. Lenczewski  

Executive Director 

Minnesota Trout Unlimited 

 

Lois Sinn Lindquist 

Executive Director 

Minnesota Waters 

 

LeRoger Lind 

President 

Save Lake Superior Association 

 

Julene Boe 

Executive Director 

St. Louis River Alliance 

 

 

OHIO 

Katie Rousseau 

Associate Director, Clean Water Programs 

American Rivers 

 

Ray Stewart 

President and Director of Communications 

Friends of Wetlands 

Kristy Meyer, M.S. 

Director of Agricultural & Clean Water Programs 

Ohio Environmental Council 

 

Jim Sorer 

President 

Izaak Walton League of America- Ohio Division 

 

Sandy Bihn 
Executive Director  

Lake Erie Waterkeeper Inc 

Anne Ginn 
President 

Shaker Lakes Garden Club 



 

ILLINOIS 
Jared Teutsch 

Water Policy Advocate 

Alliance for the Great Lakes 

 

Jennifer Browning 

Executive Director 

Biodiversity Project 

 

Lynn McClure 

Midwest Director 

National Parks Conservation Association 

 

Thomas Cmar 

Midwest Program Attorney 

Natural Resources Defense Council 

 

 

WISCONSIN 
Todd L. Ambs 

President 

River Network 

 

Irene Senn 

Coordinator 

Religious Coalition for the Great Lakes 

 

Irene Senn 

Director, Office of Justice, Peace & Integrity of 

Creation 

Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi 

 

Suzanne Moynihan, SSND 

Director 

SUNSEED Eco-Education Ministries 

 

 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Tom Fuhrman 

President 

Lake Erie Region Conservancy 

 

Melinda Hughes-Wert 

President  

Nature Abounds 

 

 

INDIANA 

Nicole Barker 

Executive Director 

Save the Dunes 

 


